[Current systematic definition and terminology of the face lifting technique].
A more precise definition of the term "face lifting" appears to be necessary. The development of new techniques and modifications in the last decade has been the main reason for the proliferation of definitions. Nearly every author has his own terminology for describing his procedures. Three criteria are helpful in achieving an overview. 1. The selection according to the anatomical areas of the face and the neck which have to be rejuvenated 2. The selection according to procedures, involving resection of soft tissues as opposed to techniques that solely involve soft tissue reposition, modification of facial bones, and combinations of these principles. 3. The selection according to the different layers of soft tissue or to the combination of different layers which are to be lifted. The terms "face lifting" and "lifting" are used synonymously in international literature. They refer to those surgical procedures which aim a achieve facial rejuvenation and a younger appearance of the neck. Definitions that refer only to a lifting of the facial skin do not correspond to the actual techniques, which often involve the surgical treatment of different soft tissue layers and sometimes facial bone. A classification is possible because some terms are used more often.